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This experimental phonetic research deals with the prosodies of directive speech 
in Javanese. The research procedures were: (1) speech production, (2) acoustic 
analysis, and (3) perception test. The data investigated are three directive 
utterances, in the form of statements, commands, and questions. The data were 
obtained by recording dialogues that present polite as well as impolite speech. 
Three acoustic experiments were conducted for statements, commands, and 
questions in directive speech: (1) modifications of duration, (2) modifications 
of contour, and (3) modifications of fundamental frequency. The result of 
the subsequent perception tests to 90 stimuli with 24 subjects were analysed 
statistically with ANOVA (Analysis of Variant). Based on this statistic analysis, 
the prosodic characteristics of polite and impolite speech were identified.
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1 Background
This research aims to explore the prosodic characteristics of utterances in 
Javanese, perceived by the hearer as polite or impolite.1 Searl (1991) defines 
a directive utterance as an utterance used to make the hearer do something 
as communicated or suggested in the utterance.2 
Politeness in verbal communication is an interesting research topic 
regarding language usage. In verbal interactions, a speaker hopes that what 
1  I thank to Professor Hein Steinhauer (Leiden University) for reviewing this paper 
and for his suggesting to improve it.
2   See Gunarwan (2007: 185).
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